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 Message from the Calpaca President 

Welcome to Spring 2023  

For many alpaca owners, this is the time of year when the crias begin to arrive and fill our fields with 

life, hope and promise. For all alpaca owners, this is also the time of year when we harvest the fleece 

these amazing animals have been producing for us. What are your plans for your 2023 fleece harvest? 

If this is your first year shearing your alpacas and you don't have an answer to that question, ask your 

mentor. You can also check the archives of past Connection publications. The past spring or summer 

editions of the Connection are filled with articles about options for your fleece. Whatever you do, 

please do something with it.  

The first quarter of 2023 has been relatively quiet for Calpaca. But that will change during the 3rd and 

4th quarters.  

TOC Calpaca Connection 

Facebook Page:  facebook.com/groups/Calpaca 

Calpaca maintains an active Facebook page, Calpaca-

California Alpaca Association, which serves as an ex-

tension of our website. The Calpaca Facebook page 

exists to promote and answer questions about raising 

alpacas, using alpaca fiber, husbandry issues; to share 

interesting news and ranch events; and to promote 

classes having to do with those issues. We are an open 

group and encourage people who are interested in al-

pacas to join the discussions; e.g., BOD announce-

ments, alpacas in the news, emergency information, 

birth announcements, new purchases/acquisitions, Cal-

paca events, Calpaca farm member events, industry 

events, etc. This is a group for learning, sharing, and 

being supportive.  

Advertising: Only Calpaca Farm Members may adver-

tise animals or products for sale. If the frequency of 

this advertising becomes excessive, the post will be 

removed by the moderators. The moderators will also 

remove any advertising posts by non-Calpaca Farm 

Members.  

Keeping in Touch 

Calpaca has three primary ways for members to send 

or receive information: by email, through the Calpaca 

Facebook page, and on the Calpaca website.  

Email:  info@CalpacaBoard.org 

• To Email Calpaca Members:  A member of the board 

of directors will forward your message to Calpaca 

members in a timely manner.  

• To Email Board Members: Your board members en-

courage members to contact us with any comments, 

questions or concerns. We are here to serve you.  

Note: This process helps prevent the scamming that oc-

curred with the former member email distribution list.  

Website:  Calpaca.org 

This is Calpaca’s primary online presence, the “Internet 

face” of our organization. It’s the place where existing, 

new, or potential alpaca owners can go to learn about 

Calpaca. Who we are. What we offer. How we assist 

new and current alpaca owners. How we support the 

alpaca community through education. What events we 

offer. What support we offer.  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/Calpaca
http://calpaca.org
mailto:info@CalpacaBoard.org
http://calpaca.org
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Most alpaca owners will someday have the stress-

ful situation of needing to transport a sick or in-

jured alpaca to a veterinary hospital. The hospital 

may be just down the road, or it may be hundreds 

of miles from your alpaca ranch. This article will 

help you best prepare for that eventual trip.  

Be Prepared for an Unexpected Trip  

Knowledge and preparation are the best things 

for relieving stress from an otherwise stressful 

situation. Loading one of your valuable alpacas in 

a trailer and heading down the road seeking care 

at a veterinary hospital can be unnerving. Know-

ing what to anticipate and preparing for that 

event will help you improve the timeliness of 

getting specialized care for your alpaca.  

[Ed.: At the time of this writing] There are only 28 

accredited Colleges of Veterinary Medicine in the 

United States, and a similarly small number in 

Canada. Alpaca owners are often referred to a 

veterinary hospital by their local veterinarian be-

cause of the hospital’s expertise and specialized 

equipment. These hospitals are typically located 

at land grant universities, and anyone may use 

their facilities. However, not all of these hospitals 

have expertise with camelids. It is a good idea to 

check with the veterinary hospitals that are within 

reasonable driving time and find out which ones 

are experienced with camelids. Then, visit with 

the staff to develop contacts and better under-

stand their protocols in the event you need to 

take an alpaca to that facility.  

Keep a map and list of directions to the veteri-

nary hospital in the glove box of your towing ve-

hicle. Include phone number for your local veteri-

narian, the daytime and emergency phone num-

bers for the veterinary hospital, and the numbers 

for a few motels near the veterinary hospital (just 

in case you need to reserve a room).  

Have your alpaca transporting equipment rea-

sonably prepared for travel at all times. You 

don’t need to have the trailer hooked to your 

towing vehicle, but you should have ready access 

to the trailer. Ensure that the tires, lights, and oth-

er features of the equipment are in good repair 

and that many of the required accessories for 

transport are already in the trailer. Supplies such 

as about a week’s feed and hay, feed tub, water 

bucket, a halter and lead, carry sling, portable cor-

ral panels, emergency vet kit, and bedding for the 

trailer floor can be stored on-board and ready to 

go. (See also: HER02 issue of Alpacas Magazine., 

“Alpaca Trailer Towing Tips.”)  

If you will be traveling out of state, be sure that 

your local veterinarian has prepared your 

transport papers for the sick alpaca (and a com-

panion alpaca if going along) and cleared them 

Transporting Alpacas to Veterinary Hospitals  

By Bill & Sherri Duey, Alpacas of Iowa 

Appeared in Alpacas Magazine, Herd Sire 2006 & used here with all permissions. 
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Transporting Alpacas to Veterinary Hospitals, cont. 

with the state you are entering. The AOBA mem-

bers’ website under the “Transportation Regs” tab 

has a directory of all of the state agencies.  

Be sure to copy all of the health records for the 

alpaca(s) you are transporting and take them 

with you. These records will be most helpful to 

the hospital, and may help your alpaca avoid un-

necessary tests and you avoid unnecessary ex-

penses.  

Some veterinary hospitals require a referral from 

a veterinarian. Find out from the hospital ahead 

of time what forms will be needed and work with 

your local vet to ensure s/he is familiar with the 

need for the document. Your local vet should 

summarize the animal’s clinical signs, as well as 

any diagnostic tests or procedures that have been 

accomplished to date.  (See also the AUT02 issue 

of Alpacas Magazine, “Working With Your Vet.”)  

Before you pull out of the driveway, be sure to 

throw in a suitcase with a few days’ worth of 

clothing. If you have to stay overnight near the 

hospital, you will be ready to do so.  

One very critical detail you should determine BE-

FORE the need arises is: who will take care of 

your animals in the event that an emergency sit-

uation takes you away from the farm for one or 

more days? This should be someone who is famil-

iar with your herd, your farm, and how to care for 

your animals. This is an important consideration 

that you don’t want to have to deal with in time 

of crisis. Needless to say, if a situation arises that 

might require calling on your ranch-sitter, you will 

want to alert him/her to the possibility of needing 

his/her services. In fact, you may want to ask your 

ranch-sitter to assume caretaker duties so you can 

focus your attention on the sick or injured alpaca.  

Illness or injury to your alpaca is stressful on both 

you the caretaker and the animal itself. Travel to 

the hospital will be stressful. Leaving the alpaca 

by itself will add even more stress. Give consider-

ation to taking a companion alpaca (gelding or 

less valuable alpaca) along for the trip. If the situ-

ation warrants, you may want to consider leaving 

the companion animal at the hospital with the 

sick alpaca. The hospital staff can help you with 

this decision. 

Travel Tips for On the Road  

Needless to say, be sure to focus on your driving 

on the way to the vet hospital. If at all possible, 

have a passenger along to assist with the driving 

and alpaca care if needed. How often you need to 

stop to observe the alpaca will be dictated by the 

situation. If the situation allows, try to stop every 

hour for a few minutes to check the alpaca. A stop 

every two hours for about 15 minutes may dimin-

ish the alpaca’s stress by allowing your animal to 

stand, drink, defecate and urinate, and for you to 

walk around for a few minutes.  

A remote trailer camera monitor can be invalua-

ble in this situation, allowing your passenger the 

ability to continuously monitor the sick alpaca 

TOC Calpaca Connection 
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Transporting Alpacas to Veterinary Hospitals, cont. 

• A supervising DVM (faculty and/or staff). 

• Interns and residents in post-graduate training.  

• Veterinary students pursuing the DVM degree. 

• Certified veterinary technicians.  

A  visit to a veterinary hospital may take slightly 

longer than one with a private veterinarian be-

cause a student may complete an initial examina-

tion of your alpaca before you see the DVM.  

As the owner of the alpaca, you should receive 

daily reports and updates on the results of diag-

nostic procedures and treatments. If you remain 

on-site at the hospital, patient visiting hours will 

be arranged with you. Your local veterinarian  

should also be kept informed about diagnostic 

findings, treatment decisions, and discharge in-

structions.  

What to Expect at the Veterinary Hospital  

If you are transporting an emergency case, be 

sure that you have made direct contact with the 

hospital to ensure they will be able to accept you 

and your alpaca immediately upon arrival at the 

facility. Be sure to understand exactly where to go 

and how to check in, especially if it is an after-

hours check-in.  

First, your alpaca will be stabilized, unloaded, 

evaluated, and taken to a stall in the facility. Im-

portant health information such as your veteri-

nary referral form (if required), veterinary records 

(including test results, x-rays, etc.), and all details 

of the current illness or injury will be gathered to 

learn about your alpaca’s medical history and 

make certain the medical records are complete.  

Forms for documenting a method of payment, an 

estimate of the anticipated expenses, and im-

portant contact information will be collected. In 

some cases, a deposit may be required before 

treatment can be administered. Charges at a vet-

while you drive on down the road. (See the 

WIN03 issue of Alpacas Magazine, “Security Cam-

era Systems for Alpaca Trailers.”)  

When you are within 30 minutes of the hospital, 

call to let the staff know where you are, your esti-

mated time of arrival, and update them on the 

alpaca’s current medical condition. This will help 

ensure they are ready to receive the alpaca and 

have called up personnel if needed.  

Veterinary Teaching Hospitals  

Veterinary teaching hospitals are both a medical 

service facility and a veterinary teaching facility 

used as a laboratory for training students for a 

Doctor of Veterinary Medicine (DVM) degree.  

Veterinary hospitals may specialize in various 

types of animals, such as companion animals, eq-

uine, farm animals, camelids, exotics. But they 

may also specialize in areas such as emergency 

medicine and surgery, ophthalmology, neurology, 

oncology, cardiovascular medicine, and others. 

Regardless of such specializations, all veterinary 

teaching hospitals have a common mission to ed-

ucate aspiring veterinarians, provide outstanding 

animal care, develop more effective treatment 

methods, and expand knowledge of animal ill-

nesses.  

Because these are teaching hospitals, typically a 

team of doctors and students will work with you 

and your alpaca. The team may include:  

TOC Calpaca Connection 
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Transporting Alpacas to Veterinary Hospitals, cont. 

clients, as a valuable part of their learning experi-

ence. Students are involved in each case because 

these hospitals are in effect a “classroom.”  

Hopefully, you will not ever have to transport an 

alpaca to a veterinary hospital. However, if you 

do, take comfort in knowing you have done all 

you can to improve the effectiveness of your re-

sponse for the care of your alpaca.  

erinary hospital are designed to cover their costs 

and are generally comparable to those of a pri-

vate veterinary. It is often difficult for the hospital 

to give you an accurate estimate of all the antici-

pated charges. They will do their best. Most hos-

pitals do accept major credit cards for this pur-

pose.  

Students will be involved in various aspects of the 

hospital visit. The students interact directly with 

About the authors: Bill and Sherri Duey operate Southern Iowa Alpacas ranch located in the hills of Southern Iowa 60 miles 

southeast of Des Moines. They specialize in raising full Accoyo herd sires. They have incorporated innovative features into 

their alpaca ranch and conduct seminars on business planning, animal selection and ranch setup for new alpaca ranchers. 

They also enjoy helping existing ranchers learn about new products and techniques for fine tuning their operation. You may 

view their website at SouthernIowaAlpacas.com or contact them directly at alpacas@SouthernIowaAlpacas.com  

05.13  Quarterly Calpaca Membership Meeting 

06.01  Monthly Calpaca Board Meeting 

07.10  Monthly Calpaca Board Meeting 

08.12  Quarterly Calpaca Membership Meeting 

09.11  Monthly Calpaca Board Meeting 

10.09 Monthly Calpaca Board Meeting 

11.11  Annual Calpaca Membership Meeting 

11.13  Monthly Calpaca Board Meeting 

Upcoming 2023 Calpaca Board & Membership Meetings 
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This booklet is an introduction to a better un-
derstanding of what is alpaca fiber, how  
it grows and how breeders assess it. For fur-
ther information, contact:  

 Ian Watt  
 1540 San Bernardo Creek Road  
 Morro Bay, CA 93442  
 USA +1 805 772 1774  
 alpacaconsult@earthlink.net  

The acquisition of information takes many 
years and exposure to many ideas over time. I 
would like to extend my personal thanks to Dr. 
Jim Watts, Dr. Ian Davison, Cameron Holt and 
Ken Madl for their mentoring and/or assis-
tance in my learning of matters alpaca fiber.  

I would like to acknowledge the photographs 
generously provided by Dr. Jim Watts and his 
SRS® company - they make understanding so 
much easier!  

Ian Watt  

Understanding 
Alpaca Fiber 

101 
 

What is alpaca fiber? 

How does it grow? 

How do breeders assess it? 

 

Ian Watt 

Alpaca Consulting Services USA 

Table of Contents 
10…. Preface 

11…. Alpaca Fiber—An Introduction 

11.... Chapter 1:  What is Alpaca Fiber? 

13…. Chapter 2:  Composition of the Fiber 

  15....Fiber Types within a Fleece 

  15….Primary fibers 

  15....Secondary fibers 

   16....Derived secondary fibers 

   16...Medullated fiber 

20….Chapter 3: How Fiber Grows  

  20….Follicle formation in the skin 

27…. Chapter 4: Assessing Fiber—by Technology 
          and by Hand 

   28....Understanding Objective Measurement  
                   of Fiber 

   28....Objective measurement descriptors 

   28....The Histogram 

   29....Staple Length 

   29....Micron 

   30….Standard Deviation 

   31....Co-efficient of Variation 

   31....Comfort Factor 

   31....Curvature 

  32....Other Practical Considerations 

   32....Handle 

   33....Color 

   34....Bundling 

Download this booklet and more of Ian’s articles 

and presentations at AlpacaConsultingUSA.com 

TOC Calpaca Connection 
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For [a relatively small amount of money and two 

hours of time, you can build this fleece skirting 

tale that works great and stores easily when not 

in use. 

Handling fleeces at shearing time is always a chal-

lenge.  New procedures and specialized pieces of 

equipment that help improve the process and 

save time are most welcome. Cleaning debris 

from  raw fleeces and then skirting the fleece 

helps ensure a better end product. 

There are many different types of tables used for 

skirting alpaca fleeces. An excellent article on 

“Skirting Tables” was published in the Summer 

2001 issue of Alpacas Magazine. The article has 

some excellent ideas on  skirting tables,  how to  

make them,  and the distinct features of each.  

After reviewing these skirting table designs and 

others,  we set out to  design and build an even 

better skirting table that: 

• Uses readily available components. 

• Is easy to assemble. 

• Is convenient to store. 

• Allows one to  clean  and skirt a fleece. 

• Does not cause damage to  a blanket being pre-

pared for show. 

• Is relatively  inexpensive. 

A trip to our building supply center produced 

some likely candidates for components, but we 

quickly focused on  two readily available compo-

nents that make up the table: wire closet shelving 

(also available online) and common PVC pipe and 

fittings.  

Simple Design, Easy to Make 

PVC pipe and fittings make up the table frame and 

legs. Two “close mesh” or “tight mesh” wire closet 

shelves make up the skirting table top. Plastic 

electrical ties are used to attach the two sections 

of wire shelving to each other to make the table 

top and also to attach the table top to the PVC 

pipe table frame. It is that simple.  

The spacing between the wires on the “close 

mesh” or “tight mesh” shelving is only 1/2 inch 

apart. (AFCNA in the past has recommended one 

inch to one and one-half inch square openings.) 

We have found that there are distinct advantages 

to the long, narrow openings. The biggest ad-

vantage to the wire shelving is that reasonably 

dense fleeces can be skirted for show and then 

slid off the table without damaging the fleece. 

Second cuts, dirt, sand, pea gravel, etc., fall 

through the wire mesh and leave the fleece in a 

cleaner condition.  

 

• (2) 20 inch by 48 inch, tight mesh wire closet 
shelves  

• (20) 10 inch white plastic cable ties  

• PVC cleaner (clear)  

• PVC glue (clear)  

• PVC pipe and glue type fittings,  

Schedule  -  

 (3) 10-foot long sticks of pipe  

 (4) 90-degree elbows  

 (6) Ts  

 (4) Caps 

• dboar    

Alpaca Fleece Skirting Table 

By Bill & Sherri Duey, Alpacas of Iowa 

Appeared in Alpacas Magazine, Summer 2007 & used here with all permissions. 
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Alpaca Fleece Skirting Table, cont. 

 

 

 

Assembly Procedure 

1. Cut PVC pipe lengths as follows (note: PVC 

fittings may vary in size) 

• (1) 35 inches, table frame center support 

• (4) 4 inches, short connectors, table frame 
ends (along 40 inch edges) 

• (2) -      (along 
40 inch edges) 

• (4) -      48 
inch front and back edges) 

• (4) -      

2. Assemble all components without gluing to 

ensure understanding of assembly. 

3. Set wire closet shelves on top of unglued 

frame to test size. 

4. Disassemble. 

5. Clean all fittings and pipe ends with PVC 

cleaner. 

6. Glue pipe and fittings starting with one of 

the 40 inch end sections first. (Be sure to 

point all the Ts in the end sections straight 

up or straight down.) 

7. Assemble and glue the front and back edge 

units. 

8. Assemble and glue the center and second 40 

inch end section simultaneously. 

9. Glue caps on end of each of the four leg sec-

tions. 

10. Place the four leg sections in the Ts on the 

table frame and set upright. (Note: DO NOT 

GLUE the table legs onto the frame if you 

want to be able to disassemble the legs from 

the frame for easy storage.) 

11. Place the wire shelving on the table frame. 

12. Attach the two wire shelves to each other 

with plastic cable ties. 

Start the project by carefully cutting the pipe to spe-

cific lengths and laying out the table top frame. 

1 

12-13 

13. Attach the wire shelves to the table frame  

       with plastic cable ties. 

11 
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Alpaca Fleece Skirting Table, cont. 

 

How to Use the Table 

At shearing time, allow the blanket to    

   thick hardboard 

(Masonite) right off the shearing table or mat.  

Transfer the blanket from the shearing table or 

mat directly to the skirting table. The fleece slides 

smoothly off the hardboard and onto the table.  

A second piece of hardboard can be used to sand-

wich the        

har board that is 35 x 4” will help serve as a stick 

to slide the fleece off the board in one piece.  

 

Easy Storage 

To partially disassemble: pick up the table, turn it 

upside down, and pull the four legs out of the Ts. 

Store the table by hanging it up on a wall. The legs 

can be secured together in a bundle with a Velcro 

cable strap and hung up along with the table top 

(available at office supply stores in the computer 

section). 

 

Partly disassemble the table by picking it up and turning 

it upside down. Then, pull the four legs out of the Ts. 

The table stores flat by hanging it up on a wall. 

TOC Calpaca Connection 
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Alpaca Fleece Skirting Table, cont. 

 

Optional Second Table 

A second table really helps speed things along at 

fleece-skirting time. We made     

   shorter than the first 

so that we can slide fleeces off of one table and 

onto a piece of hardboard setting on the second 

table. The slide drop in height allows the fleece 

to slide without catching on the lip of the second 

table or the hardboard. 

For about two hours of your time, you can build 

this fleece skirting table that works great and 

stores easily when not in use. Have fun! 

Shaking, skirting, and picking are performed on 

the skirting table. The blanket can then be slid off 

the skirting table and back onto the hardboard. 

Next, the fleece can be rolled and bagged for 

show.  

 

Another option is to slide the blanket directly into 

a flat 36 x 24 x 4 inch cardboard box for storage. 

We store many of our fleece blankets in these 

boxes for showing to alpaca customers. 

11 

This stack of 12 flat storage boxes holds a half-

blanket from twelve different alpacas. 

These self-supporting plastic bag stands work great 

for holding bags for shorting various qualities of al-

paca fiber. 

The blanket can be slid off the hardboard and onto 

the skirting table by using a 35 x 4 x 1/4 inch piece 

of hardboard. 

Shaking, skirting, and picking can be performed 

on the table to a freshly sheared alpaca fleece. 

Second cuts, dirt, sand, pea gravel, etc. fall 

through the wire mesh openings and leave the 

fleece in a cleaner condition. 
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Alpaca Education At Your Fingertips 

Do you know the AOA website contains a section 

called the Alpaca Academy? The Alpaca Academy 

provides education and information for the entire 

alpaca community. Topics range from the most 

common questions about alpacas and the industry to 

in-depth articles on alpaca EPDs, genetics, and 

breeding. Alpaca Academy also provides information 

on the latest alpacas research and links to additional 

resources. 

The following pages contain examples of the various 

topics available for those wanting to know more about 

alpacas and the industry. 

One of the common themes I have found in reading 

about what alpaca owners breeders would like is the 

desire for more education. Perhaps many don’t know 

that many of their questions have already been 

addressed in the Alpaca Academy. Take a few minutes 

to review the topics on the right . If you would like to 

learn more about the Alpaca Academy just follow this 

link, and click on the topic. 

 

• Alpaca Academy 

• Alpaca Owners Guide 

• Affiliate Directory 

• Breed Standard, Huacaya  

• Breed Standard, Suri 

• Marketing Opportunities 

• Members Helping Members 

• Mission and History 

• Renew/Join AOA 

• Upcoming Events 

• Upcoming Shows 

• Veterinarian Schools 

TOC Calpaca Connection 

Alpaca Owners Association (AOA) Disaster Planning Articles 

http://www.alpacainfo.com/learn
http://www.alpacainfo.com/learn
https://www.alpacainfo.com/learn
https://www.alpacainfo.com/alpaca-owners-guide
https://www.alpacainfo.com/about/alpaca-affiliates
https://d6b7vxfj8wcfz.cloudfront.net/6f61-47672913-aoa-huacaya-breed-standard.pdf?versionId=TfhCbXgUZZMJkCMXVlXbMnxQERU01Rsa
https://d1zbsmr931x3w0.cloudfront.net/4a58-01284913-aoa-suri-breed-standard.pdf?versionId=8soIV_woVxIrAa5QV4ebvbPu4KqQdWFl
https://www.alpacainfo.com/market-your-business
https://www.alpacainfo.com/members/login?ret=%2Fmembership%2Fmembers-helping-members
https://www.alpacainfo.com/about/mission;jsessionid=3E71B09D74A2CB1D0E4B3CCE4AD3F54D.2a
https://www.alpacainfo.com/join
https://www.alpacainfo.com/event-calendar
https://www.alpacainfo.com/show
https://www.alpacainfo.com/vet-schools
https://www.alpacainfo.com/blog
https://www.alpacainfo.com/news/latest-news
https://www.alpacainfo.com/news/press-releases
https://www.alpacainfo.com/academy/disaster-preparedness
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Agritourism Resources 

California Agritourism News 

Agricultural tourism (agritourism) is a commercial enterprise at a working farm or ranch conducted for the en-

joyment and education of visitors, and that generates supplemental income for the owner or operator. 

The California Agritourism News e-newsletter is written by the statewide agritourism coordinator for the UC 

Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education Program (UC SAREP). This e-mail newsletter is a chance for 

growers, agritourism operators, county staff, tourism professionals and everyone else involved in California 

agritourism to keep up with the latest information. Input and suggestions from readers are always welcome! 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

TOC Calpaca Connection 

https://agritourismworld.com/
https://agritourismworld.com/component/mtree/animal farms?Itemid=469
https://agritourismworld.com/component/mtree/animal farms?Itemid=469
https://ucanr.edu/sites/agritourism/Newsletter_Archives__California_Agritourism_News/
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Calpaca Member Business Cards 

TOC Calpaca Connection 

http://www.angeldreams.com/
http://www.alpacasofeldorado.com/
http://www.arapahorose.com/
http://www.alpacasofsomersetfarm.com/
https://www.alpacasontheweb.com/
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Calpaca Member Business Cards, cont. 

TOC Calpaca Connection 

Autumn Day Alpacas @ Tumblin Farms 

Adding a little color to your life 

Address      Sabina & Donnie Karr 
      PO Box 2131 
      Loomis, CA 95650 

Call us      916-402-4898 

Website      AutumnDayAlpacas.com 

https://www.facebook.com/hilltopterrace2018
http://www.belvoirminealpacas.com/
http://www.bosquealpacas.com/
http://www.horsefeatherranch.net/
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Calpaca Member Business Cards, cont. 

TOC Calpaca Connection 

http://www.menageriehillranch.com/
mailto:mccartycreekranch@yahoo.com
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Peavine Mountain Alpacas 

in 

Antelope Valley 

Reno, Nevada 

Steve Craig…………….775-815-8456 

Margie Craig………..….775-303-2643 

 

Calpaca Member Business Cards, cont. 

TOC Calpaca Connection 

http://www.ranchoftheoaks.com/
http://www.southwestllamarescue.org/
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Farms / Ranches 

Macedo’s Mini Acre, Turlock, California Suri and Huacaya breeding program focused on performance (obstacle, pack and 

public relations) as well as fiber. Classes also offered in spinning, felting and fleece preparation. Wholesale dryer balls!   

www.macedosminiacres.com   |   macedosminiacre@gmail.com 

Larry 209-648-2338  |  Maureen 209-648-2384 

Agisting 

Menagerie Hill Ranch is a full service, family run alpaca ranch offering agisting, consulting, sales,  

support and alpaca fiber products. Our agisting service includes quality feed/water, routine husbandry, vaccinations, birthing 

and other care. Cria born here receive basic halter training. Owners are welcome to visit any time by appointment, and we will 

help you learn how to care for your alpacas. Veterinary care, breeding, show training and other services are extra. Standard 

rate $3.50 per day. We are located in the English Hills area of Vacaville, close to Hwy 505. 

Deb Galway & Kirk Howard, Owners 

www.menageriehillranch.com  707.290.7915 

Herdsires 

Menagerie Hill Ranch is pleased to offer the stud services of RR Gun’s Kit Carson (KC). With 17 Championships and 21 1st-

Place wins, it’s no wonder that more than 10 of his offspring are Color Champion winners! KC took his first championship at 

eight months of age. Since then, his fleece has maintained its length, fineness and uniformity, and he remains one of the best 

grey males in the country.  

His kids still win big in the ring... including: 2016 Gold Country Gathering KC son 4-Sights Crawford won RCC behind RR Dizzy 

Gillespie in Grey Male; KC daughter 4-Sight’s Centerfold won CC, grey female; and KC son RR Lancelot won Black CC. Centerfold 

also took CC at the 2016 ABI and the 2017 Futurity. And at the 2017 CA Classic, Lancelot won CC in both Halter and Walking 

Fleece. Most recently, MHAR Ebonni Carson won CC in Walking Fleece (Black) at the 2019 Gold Country Gathering! 

Check out KC and his cria at: 

http://www.menageriehillranch.com/alpacas-for-sale/121347/rr-guns-kit-carson 

With gorgeous silver-gray fleece, excellent conformation and a perfect bite, we believe Kit Carson can make a big impact on 

our breeding program and yours!  

He normally summers in Utah and will be leaving around May 1. Until then, he’s available for hosted breedings at $3,000, with 

drive-byes at $1500. Reserve your breedings now and take advantage of his great genetics!  

Deb Galway & Kirk Howard, Owners 

www.menageriehillranch.com  707.290.7915 

Calpaca Classified Ads 

TOC Calpaca Connection 

http://www.macedosminiacres.com/
mailto:macedosminiacre@gmail.com
menageriehillranch.com
http://www.menageriehillranch.com/alpacas-for-sale/121347/rr-guns-kit-carson
menageriehillranch.com
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MHAR Blizzard by Justice is a beautiful, bright-white stud, with extremely uniform, dense, crimpy fleece, full-body coverage, 
and excellent bite/conformation. At six years of age, his fleece still has a lovely, soft, buttery feel! 

     At the 2014 Gold Country Gathering, judge Kathy Klay said, “He’s the total package!” when awarding him First Place (no CC), 

noting his soft crimp style and density. Most recently, his 3rd fleece spin-off entry won Judges Choice! And his fourth fleece 

spin-off entry won 1st Place in the adult (D) class (of 8) at the 2017 AOA nationals, this in spite of being very dirty thanks to our 

very wet/muddy winter. His first cria are on the ground with more due next winter. We can’t wait to see them all!  

     To date, we haven’t used him as much as we should because we’ve been focusing on the SG/black colors. But he’s produced 

several lights/fawns; and now a gorgeous brown with amazing early crimp/bundling and density, plus staple length, brightness 

and handle that we’ll definitely be showing! So we’re focusing more on using Blizzard and hope you will too! 

     His stud fee is $750 for Calpaca members, including 60 days agisting at Menagerie Hill Ranch in Vacaville for your girl. Re-

serve your breedings now, and take advantage of his great genetics at this special price!  

Deb Galway & Kirk Howard, Owners 

menageriehillranch.com    |   707.290.7915 

Herdsires, cont. 

Alpaca Products & Instruction 

Put that stockpiled huacaya alpaca fiber to good use, have a finished product to sell at Farm Days, Ranch Tours, Holidays, etc. 
Fiber should be a minimum of two inches in length, minimal guard hair results in better quality finished products. 

Payment is based upon quantity of competed dyer balls, $2.50 per dryer ball. Contact Larry Macedo for the form to use when 
submitting your fiber. Larry’s e-mail is macedo1ref@aol.com, phone number 209-648-2338 

Calpaca Classified Ads 

Alpaca batts, roving, pre-felt in natural and dyed colors.  (We grow many of our own dyes.)  
Dryer balls at wholesale pricing.   Classes in skirting, felting, dyeing or spinning by appointment.   

 
Macedo’s Mini Acre, Turlock California  |  Maureen & Larry Macedo  

209-648-2338 or 209-648-2384    |  macedosminiacre@gmail.com  |  www.macedosminiacres.com 

See next page for Advertising Rates and Submission/Publishing Deadlines. 

TOC Calpaca Connection 

http://www.menageriehillranch.com
mailto:macedo1ref@aol.com
mailto:macedosminiacre@gmail.com
http://www.macedosminiacres.com
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TOC Calpaca Connection 

Calpaca Connection Newsletter 2023 Deadlines 

 

ISSUE SUBMISSIONS DUE PUBLICATION DATE MEETING DATE 

Winter 2023 Jan. 21, 2023 Feb. 04, 2023 Feb. 11, 2023 

Spring 2023 Apr. 22, 2023 May 06, 2023 May 13, 2023 

Summer 2023 July 22, 2023 Aug. 05, 2023 Aug. 12, 2023 

Autumn 2023 Oct. 21, 2023 Nov. 04, 2023 Nov. 11, 2023 

Ad Type Width x Height Member Rate 

 Business Card 3.5 x 2.0” Free 

 1/4-page horizontal 7.5 x 2.0” $24 

 1/4-page vertical 3.5 x 4.5” $24 

 Half-page 7.5 x 5.0” $48 

 Full-page 7.5 x 10” $78 

Non-member Ad Rates 
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Join Online 

TOC Calpaca Connection 

http://www.calpaca.org/page/2572/join-calpaca
http://www.calpaca.org/default.aspx?id=2572&title=join-calpaca&admin=true&epid=qwlgjjYIO6ewGO39kyM9dg%3d%3d

